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Happy Valentine's Day from the
Central MA Convention & Visitors Bureau!

February Newsletter 2009

DIRECTAIR Lands in Worcester

Board of Directors

Flying south? DirectAir,

Worcester's new flight service to
Wel to New Members! CT
SIEOME o Tl HEIRe DIRE AIR Orlando and Punta Gorda/Fort
SITE-Seein visitdirectair.com Myers, Florida and Myrtle Beach,

South Carolina took off for the first
DIRECTAIR Lands in Worcester time in October and joined the
CMCVB in February. CVB President Donna McCabe and Convention
Manager Kathy Ryan attended the airline's Grand Opening in January to
Show welcome Worcester Regional Airport's new Manager Andrew B. Davis to
the city. For flight schedules and information visit Worcester
Regional Airport.

CVB Attends Boston Home

JATA Visitor Center Re-opens

Sturbridge Host Presents Kids
Expo CMCVB Represents Region at Home Show

Membership Matters

Marketing Opportunities

Convention Mention

Cultural Corner

Fun for Vacation Week

Tax Free February
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Quick Links Boston Home Show Draws Crowds
An incredible 32,000 homeowners attended
the Boston Home Show January 23-25 at the
www.centralmass.org Bayside Expo Center. Staff and volunteers at
www.worcester.org the CMCVB's tourism pavilion were busy
WWWw.massvacation.com handing out literature and information during
the 3 day show. Over 200 people signed up to
receive our Visitor Newsletter, which will debut in March. Many thanks to:
CMCVB Board of CocoKey Water Resort; Dynamx; Hilton Garden Inn; Sturbridge

Directors Host Hotel & Conference Center; Johnny Appleseed Trail
Association; Sturbridge Townships; The Last Green Valley;
Tower Hill Botanic Garden and Wachusett Mountain for partnering

with the CVB in the tourism pavilion and to those members
who donated their time and energy in the booth during the weekend - Davis

Larry Davis, Chair Cox/Dynamx; Laurel Caouette/Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference
Robert Wilby, Vice Chair

Russ Prentiss Treasurer
William Simonic, Ex Officio
Donna McCabe, President

Justine Brewer JATA Welcome Center Re-Opens
Darcy Cook
Davis Cox
Suzanne Farias
Jay Foster
Michael Harrington
Patricia Hutchinson
Richard Kennedy
Paul LaFlamme
Ned LaFortune
Paula Lawrence
David McKeehan

Center; Diane and Raymond Burnette/ Johnny Appleseed Trail
Association.

. After a serious fire just before the holidays, repairs
have been made and the Johnny

Appleseed Welcome Center has re-opened for
business. Be sure to visit the Center when you're in
JATA territory. Located on Route 2 West in
Lancaster, Mass., between exits 35 and 34, it's full of

Alexandra McNitt helpful brochures and locally made items of all kinds. Open 7 days a week,
Jim Moughan from9a.m.to6 p.m.
Al Rose
Nancy Salem - .
Henryﬁessman Sturbridge Host Presents Kids Expo
Mike Vigneux
William Wallce
Jamie Wolfe CMCVB is Promotional Partner for Kid's Week Events
- - The Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center will host the Kid's Expo on
Join Our List

Monday February 16th. From 11am to 4pm attractions from all over
Massachusetts will offer family fun at interactive booths, with discounts,
[JD"‘I Our Mailing LiSt!] games, food and giveaways. The CMCVB will have a tourism booth at the
event. Admission is $3.00 for adults: $1.00 for children. Proceeds go to the
Molly Bish "Life Guard" Foundation, whose staff will be on hand with their
ID Kits for all that attend. The Expo is the start of The Sturbridge Host
New Members Hotel & Conference Center's Wonderful February Kid's Week Program.
For more information about Kid's Week or the Expo itself, contact the
Sturbridge Host Hotel at 508- 347-7393.

Welcome to Our

Membership Matters
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SITE-Seeing at
Www.centralmass.or

v ‘> f
j Greotings from

utAwichs Zoo
|

The CMCVB is creating a
page on the website from
which visitors can send
postcards representative

of the Central MA region. If
you would like your
business to be among the
postcard choices, please
send images to Brenna at
bruchala@worcester.org.

Marketing Opportunities

- .
.
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ALL WE NEED IS U!

After the tremendous success of the Boston Home Show, the CMCVB is
confident there will be a similar turn out for the Central MA Flower &

Patio Show and the AAA Travel Marketplace. We are creating a

Central MA Tourism pavilion at each of these events - interactive booth
space showcasing the best that Central MA has to offer. Take advantage
of over $500,000 worth of advertising and get your business in front of
thousands of potential customers.

Pavilion partnerships are only $150 per member for the Flower &
Patio Show. AAA Travel Marketplace pavilion partnerships are
$250 per member.

theﬂower&patio rg_f“m February 27-March 1, 2009 at DCU
SHOW e s CENtEr, Worcester

Featuring all of the products needed to make your

"outdoor living room" a unique creation to enjoy for years to come, with

over $150,000 worth of media promotion.

Reach thousands of upscale homeowners in one weekend!

March 6-8, 2009 at Gillette Stadium, Foxboro
ot This very successful travel show attracts over 14,000
authern H H HYH :
New England interested individual leisure travelers and group tour
planners each year.
ACT NOW! Space is limited. Contact Cliff at 508-755-7400, ext.
224 or ccarmel@worcester.org to participate!

Yankee Magazine

Advertise in this bi-monthly publication for reduced rates
offered to all CMCVB members! Contact Karen Matt at
kmatt@worcester.org or 508-755-7400, ext. 222 for more
information and prices. Don't miss out - circulation to
over 392,000 readers across the country!
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MassValuePass

It's not too late to join! Because of its
tremendous success, Mass Office of Travel and e m w H
Tourism and Mass Lodging Association have re- MassValuePass

opened enrollment for participation in the
MassValuePass program.

Since its launch in mid-January, MassValuePass has had over
10, 700 downloads so far! Already, 380 businesses across MA
have enrolled, with 25 participants from Central MA.

The Mass Value Pass is a savings card consumers can carry in their
wallets to get great discounts on lodging, restaurants and attractions
throughout Massachusetts this winter. Promotions will run January 14-
March 31, 2009 and must be at least 25% off the current rate/price.

Don't miss out on this great opportunity to promote your business in the
winter months. Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism will be
promoting this opportunity through web, radio, online banners, and e-
blasts targeting in-state travelers as well as the New York

and Connecticut markets. It will also be downloadable from the MOTT
website: www.massvacation.com and the CVB website: www.centralmass.

org. Many thanks to CVB members who participated!

Central Massachusetts Visitors Guide Hits Stands in March!
The 2009 Spring/Summer Visitor Guide will be available in March. If
you would like to recieve copies for your business or property please call
Brenna to be added to our distribution list at 508-755-7400 ext. 221, or e-
mail bruchala@worcester.org.

Photos Needed!
The CMCVB is always looking for new photos of our vast region. Photos
are used in the Visitors Guide, website (changed seasonally), and other
CMCVB publications. The CVB will also recieve requests from the
Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism, Mass Lodging
Association, international journalists and other media outlets for photos
of the region. Don't miss out on this FREE opportunity to promote your
organization.

This photo of Wachusett Mountain appeared in
the 2008-2009 Massachusetts Getaway
Guide. Images from Old Sturbridge Village,

Higgins Armory Museum, Davis Farmland and
the City of Worcester were also featured in this
publication.
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WEB PROMOTION

Packages, Steals and Deals...

The CMCVB website gets 200 unique visitors per day. If you have any
packages, special deals, or coupons we would love to help you promote
them. Send us your information and we will gladly post it on our website
for FREE. Please contact Brenna at bruchala@worcester.org.

Coupons - Add a discount coupon to our newsletter to promote your
events. Email pdf files to Karen Matt at kmatt@worcester.org.

KEEP US INFORMED

Do you send out regular press releases? Why not add the CVB to
your media list and let us help you promote your events! Send
your news to Karen Matt at kmatt@worcester.org.

It Pays to Advertise...

The CVB issued checks totaling over $20,000 in rebates for FY 2008 to
members who advertised with us in various publications. Call 508-755-
7400 today for information on great discounts!

Convention Mention

CONVENTION SALES

2009 AHL All Star Classic Scores Big at DCU
The 2009 AHL All-Star Classic was an astounding
success, with Planet USA prevailing over their
Canadian counterparts 18-12 in the Skills
Competition, and managing a 14-11 victory in the
championship game. Worcester Sharks Derek

Joslin (pictured) took the Reebok Hardest Shot (98.6
mph) and teammate Ryan Vesce won the Sher-Wood
Puck Control Relay during the Skills Competition. It is estimated that
7,000 people attended the Skills Competition on Sunday, January 25 and
7,500 fans were on hand for the big game Monday, January 26. In addition,
800 people attended the Hall of Fame Luncheon, at which the Stanley Cup
was on display, and 1,500 people were at the post skills party at Mechanics
Hall!

The February 26th Hotel Association Meeting will be held at the
Worcester Historical Museum. Discussions will encompass various
subjects including sales leads and initiatives, upcoming events, schedule
and format of future meetings, and potential guest speakers. NOTE: Time
Change - the meeting will be held from 9 a.m. -11 a.m.

PENDING EVENTS
The CVB is working with event organizers on two events to take place in
2009 and 2011. Additional details will be forthcoming when available. The
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U.S. Army is hoping to hold additional Yellow Ribbon Reintegration events
in Central MA and we will have additional details in the near future.

GROUP TOUR

The CVB attended the American Bus Association Group Tour Travel
Show, January 7-12 in North Carolina and leads have been distributed to
members. The CVB continues its quarterly direct mail campaigns to group
tour operators. Please be sure to send your group tour rates and high
resolution photos to Kathy Ryan at convention@waorcester.org.

TRADE SHOWS & EVENTS

The CVB will also be attending the Boston Globe Travel Show,
February 20-22, and attended the New York Times Travel Show,
February 6-8 from which we received over 500 leads for the new Visitor
Newsletter.

Cultural Corner

@ The upcoming Flower & Patio
vmgo Show, on February 27-March

1, was the featured event in Central
MA in the February issue of the Arts & Culture Bulletin, which
highlights the 13 Regional Tourist Councils and is e-mailed to thousands of
qualified readers throughout New England and New York.

“‘eﬂower&Eatio

HOW

February is Black History Month--visit the Calendar of Events at www.
centralmass.org or visit www.socialweb.net for a full listing of events in

Central MA to commemorate and celebrate in our libraries, colleges,
museums, and more!

Fun for Vacation Week (2/14-2/22)

Looking for things to do with the kids during February vacation? Here
are a few ideas...

STURBRIDGE

Winter Discovery Camp at Old Sturbridge Village

Two-day Winter Discovery Camps at Old Sturbridge Village invite school
children (ages 7-17) to explore New England's past by way of hands-on
history adventures. For more information, visit: Old Sturbridge Village , e-

mail mashton@osv.org or call 800-733-1830.

Kid's Week/Kid's Fest at Sturbridge Host Hotel &
Conference Center
See details in article above. Contact: 508-347-7393 or visit: Sturbridge Host
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Hotel & Conference Center

WORCESTER

Ecotarium - Science with a Creative Twist

Create art with a science twist and meet some animal artists as we celebrate
the collision of art and science. Plus, experience the cutting edge of digital,
full-dome technology with the Northeast premiere of DomeFest 2007, the
global festival for full dome theatre. FREE with museum admission. Show
times at www.ecotarium.org. For more information, e-mail

info@ecotarium.org or call 508-929-2700.

Mass Audubon: Broad Meadow Brook Conservation Center and
Wildlife Sanctuary

Need something to do during school vacation week? Come to Broad
Meadow Brook where we will explore the sanctuary by foot or even
snowshoe if the weather cooperates! Every day will feature a new theme,
and this week promises to be filled with new discoveries and new friends as
well. 9 a.m -3 p.m. / M-F. For more information, visit Broad Meadow

Brook or e-mail bmbrook@massaudubon.org.

CLINTON

Russian Storytime-Museum of Russian Icons

Wednesday, 2/18/2009 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Katie Green, national award winning storyteller and recording artist,
returns to the Museum of Russian Icons during February vacation.

MILLBURY

Children's Tea "Scones and Cones" at Asa Waters Mansion
Thursday, 2/19/2009, 2 -4 p.m.

A special treat for children at the Asa Waters Mansion. A children's tea
featuring tasty scones, themed cookies and ice cream cones (with sundae
fixings), tea punch served from silver service. A reading of "A Horse Tale"
will be featured. Sponsored by: Friends of the Asa Waters Mansion

For more information, e-mail watersmansion@aol.com or call 508-865-

5528.

Tax Free February!

The City of Leominster has introduced Tax Free February as a way to
promote business during a typically slow season. Participating
establishments have agreed to reduce prices by 5%, which is equivalent to
the state's sales tax, for the entire month of February. Visit City of

Leominster for a list of businesses who have "Axed the Tax" for February.
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2 for 1 Admission!

““"ﬂower&patio

SHOW &

Download your 2 for 1 admission ticket here!

Forward email

Email Marketing by

k<] SafeUnsubscribe ® .
This email was sent to bruchala@worcester.org by kmatt@worcester.org. :,5." ‘_'-_"_' ;
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. th-

TEY IT FREE

Central MA Convention & Visitor's Bureau | 30 EIm Street | Worcester | MA | 01609

http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visua...p?agent.uid=1102433318979&format=html&print=true (9 of 9) [2/23/2009 11:58:25 AM]


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=dc5kcxcab.0.0.ntug5kcab.0&ts=S0393&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralmass.org%2Factivities-attractions%2Fpackages-coupons&id=preview
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102026330733&ea=bruchala@worcester.org&a=1102433318979&id=preview&id=preview
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?p=un&v=001vAZEdqAbSf9kS52ngQl0rd13ZZf4PY9Yygc4vOsYF1RnCbRxZGZuRbyI-8AumdzyASUAz5FmJqYyud9Z2y6Tblub-hZiIdmQ5-bTL9d8LRXFnUf0Ur0bmw%3D%3D&id=preview.1102026330733&id=preview
mailto:kmatt@worcester.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?p=oo&v=001vAZEdqAbSf9kS52ngQl0rd13ZZf4PY9Yygc4vOsYF1RnCbRxZGZuRbyI-8AumdzyASUAz5FmJqYyud9Z2y6Tblub-hZiIdmQ5-bTL9d8LRXFnUf0Ur0bmw%3D%3D&id=preview.1102026330733&id=preview
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?p=un&v=001vAZEdqAbSf9kS52ngQl0rd13ZZf4PY9Yygc4vOsYF1RnCbRxZGZuRbyI-8AumdzyASUAz5FmJqYyud9Z2y6Tblub-hZiIdmQ5-bTL9d8LRXFnUf0Ur0bmw%3D%3D&id=preview.1102026330733&id=preview
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp?id=preview&id=preview
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_200&id=preview
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_200&id=preview

